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PRINCIPALS NEWSLETTER 26 AUGUST 2009  
 

We welcome Kenehi Gray to our school. She is in Mrs Gulliver’s class.  
 
SCHOOL GOAL 
We have introduced our new school goal “We Will Think of Others”. Teachers have been focusing on 
what this means and on what it means in practice for our students. We want our students to think of the 
consequences to others before they act. There have been opportunities for me to emphasize this with 
children I have been working with following incidents around the school. Thinking of others also fits well 
into our school’s Thinking Skills Tools. The OPV (other person’s viewpoint) tool encourages students to 
put themselves in the shoes of other people and consider what they think and feel. 
We have recognised and rewarded the following students at recent school assemblies for thinking of 
others. Tia Whakaneke-Kaa, Kalais Pahina-Edwards, Croshan Skipper-Lepou, Rohan Wesley, Jordyn 
Tapara, Sayasith Aphayvong, Caitlin Mikaio, Miles Mauafua, Neihana Makatea, Nathan Luapo, Hinemiri 
Tohiariki, Tiara Baker-Fasavalu, Teleise Ioane-Matthews, Ngarangi Collier, David Heberley, Jayden 
Ford, Tahijah Kaitai, Torren Isaako, Isaiah Davis, Luhia Pue, Taliyah Tito-Wyatt, Vasaty Teleaga-Isopo, 
Taylor Spiers, Toby Rameka, Jordan Kipa-Lotoaso, Ezra Seiuli, Mila Fati and Reuben Bell-Mihaka. 
Congratulations and well done to you all !!! 
 
 
 
 
 
MEASLES OUTBREAK – IMPORTANT 
Our country is experiencing a rapid rise in the number of measles cases. Measles has not hit Rangikura 
School yet but it could well do so. Measles is a serious notifiable disease and the school will treat an 
outbreak very seriously. We will do our very best to prevent it spreading. This will include sending 
students home where we are unsure whether or not they have been immunised. Unfortunately a lot of 
parents have not provided the immunisation details on enrolment. We are currently updating our 

immunisation register. If you think you have not notified us of your child’s 
immunsation details please do so immediately. You can contact the school 
to do this. If your child develops measles they must stay home for seven 
days from the appearance of the rash. Please also advise us that they have 
the measles. We thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
 
 

 

School Goal – Term 3 2009 

WE WILL THINK OF OTHERS 

 

Teaching Beliefs: Success with Support, Teamwork an d Communication, Achieving High  
   Standards, Reflecting Diversity, Safe Secure Env ironment. 



 
ABSENCES – RAAY’S 
Things are still mainly positive in this area, although we remain concerned at the number of students 
who arrive just a few minutes after the morning bell. We do not think it would take very much for this 
group, with just a little more morning organisation they could easily arrive a few minutes before the bell 
and be ready for the start of school each day. A child who is half an hour late for school each day will 
miss a month of school over the course of a year. This certainly adds up and is a month when they 
cannot learn and progress. As it is our mission to have students achieve and progress we need as much 
time with them as possible. 
 
 
GOLD HEARTBEAT AWARD 

Last Friday, Sian Bliss from the Heart Foundation presented us with our 
fourth consecutive Gold Heartbeat Award for our commitment towards 
healthy eating in our school. In receiving this award we join a small elite 
group of schools who have achieved this. We are very proud of our 
accomplishments in this case. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ESOL TRIP 
Yesterday a group of English Language Learners went to 
Lindale on the Kapiti Coast for a rich language experience. 
This was a most successful day and the students enjoyed 
themselves very much. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VISITING STUDENT TEACHER 
We welcome Maria Bruess-McBride to our school. Maria is studying to become a teacher with the 
University of Canterbury. She will be at our school until the end of the term to work on the practical 
requirements of her course. She is working in Mrs Gulliver’s room. 
 
 
 
 
ERO VISIT 

We have had our preliminary meeting with Chris Edge from the Education 
Review Office. The school specific focus of our review will be ‘The Quality of 
School Self-review’, with a focus on numeracy teaching and learning. We have 
done some professional development work in numeracy recently and have 
changed our teaching approaches and our method of collecting school wide 
assessment information. This work arose from a review that told us our students 
were not achieving to our satisfaction in numeracy and that teaching approaches 
differed from class to class. We believe we are now on track to continuing 

improvement in this area and are approaching our upcoming review with confidence. Some of you will 
have seen some of the results of this work at an earlier Home/School Partnership meeting and no doubt 
your children have also been telling you about what has changed for them in their maths classes. The 
ERO Review Team will be at our school for the last two weeks of this term.  
 
 



WALK TO SCHOOL DAY 
This is tomorrow. We are encouraging students who 
live in Ascot Park to walk to school. Parents are also 
welcome to join them. We also encourage those who 
travel from further away to be dropped off at the bottom 
of Conclusion Street or at Desert Gold Street to walk 
some of the way. Teachers will be stationed at various 
points around Ascot Park to accompany students and 
parents to school. Hopefully the weather will be kind.  

 
 
                                       
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
 
Boys Brigade would like to interest more boys particularly 6 and 7 year olds. All boys are welcome. 
All programs are carried out in Christian fellowship. For more information phone Mike Batten 233-8536. 
 
 
 
Family Fun Night   
Aotea College Barbershop Fundraiser. Friday 4th September 6pm at the Cook 
Islands Hall Cannons Creek. Adults $5.00, Children $3.00. There will be raffles, 
stalls, batons up, drinks, sausage sizzle, cakes and other foods available. On stage 
performances from the Barbershop singers, the College Rock Band and Rangikura’s 
own Hip Hop Dancers,   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Kind Regards 
Paul Nees 
Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER  

......................27 August – Walk to School Day 

......................28 August – STARS Assembly 12.15pm 

......................2 September – Poly Club visit to Epuni School 

......................10 September – Healthy Eating Day 

......................14 September – ERO visit begins 

......................25 September – Term 3 Ends 

......................12 October – Term 4 Begins 
 



Saucy chick 'n' veg bake  

 
This all-in-one dish is a tasty, sneaky way to get fussy eaters mindlessly 
tucking into vegies.  
 
 
Ingredients 

·  canola oil cooking spray 
·  1kg potatoes, peeled, diced 
·  3 tablespoons reduced-fat spread 
·  1/4 cup trim milk, hot 
·  1/4 teaspoon Tuscan seasoning or dried mixed herbs 
·  1/2 cup frozen peas 
·  1 cup frozen corn kernels 
·  150g cooked, skinless chicken breast, diced 
·  2 slices lean ham, diced 
·  2 spring onions, finely chopped 
·  1/2 cup grated reduced-fat cheese 
 
 

Instructions 
Step 1  Preheat oven to 200°C. Spray an ovenproof d ish with oil. 
Step 2  Boil potatoes until tender. Drain. Add spread, milk and seasoning. 

Mash until smooth. 
Step 3  Add remaining ingredients except cheese to potato. Combine. 
Step 4  Spoon mixture into prepared dish. Level surface with a knife. Top 

with cheese and bake for 25 minutes until lightly golden. Serve with 
a green salad. 

Recipe Information 
Portions: 6 
Time to make: 45 minutes 
Total cost of all ingredients: $8.10 / 
$1.35 per serve  
Low kilojoule 
Low sodium 
Recipe by: 
Sarah Swain 
Styling: 
Trish Heagerty 
Photography: 
André Martin 
First published May 2009  
Nutrition Information 
 
 

 per serve 

Energy 1350 kJ  
(326 Cals) 

Protein 21g 

Fat 
- saturated 

12g  
5g 

Carbohydrates  
- sugars 

35g  
3g 

Dietary Fibre 4g 

Sodium 380mg 

Calcium 200mg 

Iron 2mg 

* NS: Not specified   

 


